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Nicomedia.   Joseph Assemani shows, from the unanimous consent of all
churches, that he was crowned on the 23rd of April.   According to the
account given us by Metaphrastes, he was born in Cappadocia, of noble
Christian parents.   After the death of his father he went with his mother
into Palestine, she being a native of that country, and having there a
considerable estate, which fell to her son George,   He was strong and
robust in body, and having embraced the profession of a soldier, was
made a tribune, or colonel, in the army.   By his courage and conduct he
was soon preferred to higher stations by the Emperor Diocletian.   When
that prince waged war against the Christian religion, St George laid aside
the marks of his dignity, threw up his commission and posts, and com-
plained to the emperor himself of his severities and bloody edicts.   He
was immediately cast into prison, and tried, first by promises, and after-
wards put to the question and tortured with great cruelty; but nothing
could shake his constancy.    The next day he was led through the city
and beheaded.   Some think him to have been the same illustrious young
man who tore down the edicts when they were first fixed up at Nicomedia,
as Lactantius relates in his book, On the Death of the Persecutors, and
Eusebius in his history.    The reason why St George has been regarded
as the patron of military men is partly upon the score of his profession,
and partly upon the credit of a relation of his appearing to the Christian
army in the holy war, before the battle of Antioch.   The success of this
battle proving fortunate to the Christians, under Godfrey of Bouillon,
made the name of St George more famous in Europe and disposed the
military men to implore more particularly his intercession.   This devotion
was confirmed, as it is said, by an apparition of St George to our king,
Richard I, in his expedition against the Saracens;  which vision being
declared to the troops, was to them a great encouragement, and they soon
after defeated the enemy.    St George is usually painted on horseback
and tilting at a dragon under his feet; but this representation is no more
than an emblematical figure, purporting that by his faith and Christian
fortitude he conquered the devil, called the dragon in the Apocalypse,

Though many dishonour the profession of arms by a licentiousness of
manners, yet, to show us that perfect sanctity is attainable in all states,
we find the names of more soldiers recorded in the Martyrologies than
almost of any other profession. Every true disciple of Christ must be
a martyr in the disposition of his heart, as he must be ready to lose all,
and to suffer anything, rather than to offend God- Every good Christian
is also a martyr, by the patience and courage with which he bears all
trials. There is no virtue more necessary, nor of which the exercise ought
to be more frequent, than patience. In this mortal life we have continually
something to suffer from disappointments in affairs, from the seventy ot